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May 13, 2021 

Parents and guardians, 

First, we wanted to thank you for your support this school year. We understand this year has 

brought ever-changing challenges.  We appreciate you working with administrators, teachers and 

other dedicated school employees to help protect our kids from COVID-19. Your cooperation with 

in-school testing, universal mask-wearing, social distancing and vaccinations has allowed COVID-

19 cases on the YK Delta to drop substantially in the past few months. 

Because of this success, the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation (YKHC) is collaborating with 

your school district on a plan that supports students safely returning to school and 

extracurricular activities full time, in-person this fall, regardless of transmission rates of COVID-

19 in the region.  

One of the keys to safely having students in school in-person, full-time next school year is for as 

many people as possible to get vaccinated against COVID-19. We are thrilled the Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine was approved for children ages 12 to 15 years old this week. This means, any person 12 

years or older can receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

We strongly encourage you sign up your children 12 years and older for the vaccine by visiting 

https://tinyurl.com/y7reeyst or calling 1-800-478-6599.  In Bethel, you can also visit the 

Wellness Center on the second floor of the hospital, 8-10 a.m. and 3-6 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. In villages, you can also reach out to your local clinic. 

The COVID-19 vaccine is safe and effective. In trials of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in children 
ages 12 to 15, the vaccine was 100 percent effective in preventing COVID-19 infection in this age 
group. More than 100 million people, including more than 12,500 residents on the YK Delta, have 
safely received the COVID-19 vaccine so far. Getting the vaccine protects you and your 
community. It will make opening our schools full-time, in-person this fall safer.  

If you have questions about the vaccine, please seek out accurate information. Your YKHC 
healthcare provider is happy to answer any questions. You can also learn more from reputable 
websites, such as www.YKHC.org, www.CDC.gov or dhss.alaska.gov. 

COVID-19 is a serious disease. Even with every precaution, we expect some outbreaks of the virus 

in the fall. However, thanks to your support, the hard work of school staff, continued mask-

wearing in public and more people ages 12 and older receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, we look 

forward having our kids safely back in school full time next year. 

Quyana, 

Dr. Ellen Hodges, Chief of Staff 
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